Executive Summary

Border Ecological Symposium

March 9-10, 2005
Tucson, Arizona
Assumptions

a. That the current and proposed border security infrastructure and activities along the U.S.-Mexico border in southern Arizona and adjacent states is impacting endangered species and the general ecological health of the region

b. That mitigation of such ecological impacts must include considerations for maintaining the security of the U.S.-Mexico border in southern Arizona and adjacent states 

c. That solutions to the ecological impacts of border security operations can be attained through a collaborative process including application of existing science, information-gathering, and legislative actions

Symposium Purpose 

a. Identify existing science relating to U.S.-Mexico cross-border wildlife habitat and movement, and the effects on habitat and wildlife relating to border security infrastructure and activities

b. Identify information gaps relating to the effects on wildlife of border security infrastructure and activities

c. Catalog issues of concern relating to the effects on wildlife of border security infrastructure and activities
d. Compile data needed to produce a document (“Ecological Considerations for Border Security Infrastructure and Activities”) addressing the current ecological status of the U.S.-Mexico border region, identifying information gaps and how they might be resolved, identifying ecological concerns and potential solutions, and outlining next steps in a process to fully incorporate ecological considerations in current and future border security operations

Symposium Participants 

Designed for success through collaboration of diverse interests, the Border Ecological Symposium included participation by individual scientists, U of A and ASU staff, numerous regional conservation organizations, and representatives of the following agencies: Coronado National Memorial, CBP/USB, Coronado NF, Cabeza Prieta NWR, USFWS, BLM, AGFD, Arizona Dept. of Environmental Quality, Organ Pipe Cactus NM, NPS, Arizona State Parks, Arizona State Land Dept.  In addition, staff representing U.S. Senators John Kyl and John McCain and U.S. Representative Raul Grijalva were present.

Identification of Critical Issues
Environmental Issues

· General damage to vegetation and habitat 

· Fragmentation of habitat and wildlife corridors

· Introduction of exotic species

· Air and water contaminants

· Wildlife mortality and displacement

(over)

· Modifications of wildlife behavior

· Concerns related to threatened and endangered species and species of special concern

· Difficulties in habitat restoration, and protection of habitat improvements

· Restoration of damaged areas (and challenges involved, including health concerns)

Policy Issues

· Potential exemptions to existing environmental laws

· Border Patrol’s inadequate compliance with environmental laws

· Current policy’s continual shifting of migrant traffic to more remote and ecologically sensitive areas

· Deterring all illegal cross border traffic at or near the border

· Managing growth and development in ecologically sensitive areas along the border 

· Safety issues that preclude ecological study and monitoring- employees precluded from entering certain locations (related to movement of contraband)

Agency and NGO Issues

· Border Patrol organization and structure (need to incorporate better  “conservation ethic,” greater need for education on conservation issues)

· Need for improved communication between agencies, NGOs and general public 

· Insufficient on-the-ground coordination between agencies, NGOs

· Lack of GIS and mapping coordination

· Identification of mechanism to adopt border ecological recommendations

International Issues

· Difficulty in bi-national cooperation due to increased security requirements crossing international border

· Bi-national agency cooperation issues, including lack of bi-national planning and coordination

· Difficulties conducting research and monitoring on Mexican side of border

Symposium Conclusions

It is important to note that while the agreed-upon focus of the symposium on ecological considerations remained intact throughout the proceedings, there was a clearly-stated understanding among participants that the highest level consideration for mitigating impacts to habitat and wildlife from border security operations is policy reform that channels immigrants through legal ports of entry rather than through random, illegal access elsewhere.

While a consensus was not reached among all symposium participants regarding resolution of identified ecological considerations, the list of critical issues outlined above was deemed a satisfactory initial foundation for elevating ecological concerns to a prominent role in the border security debate.

Identified next steps included: Finish and widely distribute a completed “Ecological Considerations for Border Security Operations” document; formation of research-gathering and outreach committees; create a comprehensive bibliography of available materials; continue outreach to an expanded group of organizations, landowners, and tribes with similar interests in border ecological issues.
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